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Lyn Boone working on the new entryway signs. Looks awesome! Photo Paul Sodamann 



President’s Notes 
 

Well, although the soaring wasn't exceptional in July, the members of this club have been outstanding!   
 
First, I'd like to thank all the members that helped us put on the R10 N Club and Low Performance Region-
al Contest.  Especially, I'd like to thank Paul Sodaman, KC Alexander, Matt Boone and Amy Condon for 
running the launch line, towing, crewing, and running a busy retrieve desk.  Other tow pilots include Mike 
Logback, Mike Westemier, Jack Seltman.  Rafael Soldan provided his 172 for supplemental lift.  Shea 
Zuckerman helped with the launch line, as did Dave Wilkus and Mike Davis.  Bob Holliday and the Bicy-
cle Pedaler donated the awards and provided items for the silent auction.  The 182 would not have been 
available to tow if not for the huge effort by Matt Gonitzke, Jim Prouty, and Mark Wiebe.  Mark gave up 
the 4th of July to replace a cylinder and get the airplane running.  The contest raised over $1600 for the 
Sunflower Soaring Foundation Scholarship program, and KSA netted $1800 as host.   
 
Second, I'd like to thank folks for fulfilling their duty days, and being willing to help each other out in times of 
need.  I can't keep every swap and substitution straight, but I do know that several folks have been willing 
to help out last minute to make sure operations are taking place.  Given the poor soaring, working in the 
heat and wind takes a little more sacrifice.  Thank you. 
 
Finally, I'd like to thank the Directors and Officers of KSA.  This has been a challenging year, but knowing 
that the tow planes, Grob, machinery, banquet, duty roster, Variometer, SSA membership, etc are being 
managed, maintained, and operational has been a huge help to me as President, Contest Manager, and 
glider pilot. 
 
So, please take a moment to thank someone for their efforts this season.  It would appear that the cumulus 
clouds are back and the lift is once again strong.  Fly safe, Fly far, Fly fast. 
 
Andrew Peters, 3T   

Sunflower Seeds 

July 3rd: Tony Condon flew Jeff Beam’s Apis (F1) on a mostly local flight. Lou Chouinard, who had arrived 

early for Region 10 flew his PW-5 for a local orientation flight. 

July 5th: Region 10 Practice Day 1. Only Jerry Boone flew 

July 6th: Region 10 Practice Day 2. More flew but not much lift was found. 

July 7th: Region 10 Contest. Weather did not support a task 

July 8th: Region 10 Contest Day 1 completed 

July 9th: Region 10 Contest Day 2 completed 

July 10th: Region 10 Contest. Weather did not support a task 

July 11th Region 10 Contest Day 3 attempt. Too windy, no one attempted the task. 

July 12th: Steve Leonard flew the FJ-1 

July 19th: Kowbell. Steve Leonard flew the FJ-1 to Kingman. Dave Wilkus flew the Diamant locally. Jerry 

Boone flew ABB the Duster to Russell. 

July 26th: Dave Wilkus made two flights in the Diamant. 

July 31st: Jerry Boone flew the Zooney (K7) and Tony Condon flew Kate the Cirrus. Jerry made it around  a 

Kingman - Plevna triangle and Tony flew Kingman - Plevna followed by Harper - Pratt. 



Kowbell 2014 
By Jerry Boone 

 

Well, I guess even a 40 year old Duster can win Kowbell in this day and age if it shows up and goes in a fa-
vorable direction. Shame on you guys for staying home during such amazing conditions! We stood on the 
ramp at 1pm looking at a sky full of high clouds shading the area. However, the sky was changing every 10 
minutes according to KC. Then the high stuff melted away and completely dissappeared, quickly, and a 
Kowbell day became possible. 
  
Steve and I flew in "oxygen rich" air, 2500 - 4500 msl altitude. I went to Russell, around 80 miles in 3 hours. I 
had reliable CU once I reached the Sterling/Lyons area. It kept getting a little stronger as the afternoon pro-
gressed and I had a thermal that bounced the vario over to 5 knots (for a while) north of Lyons with some 
hawks painting the core. At 5:15PM I was contemplating going by Wilson Lake and heading to Nebraska with 
some really nice looking CU, however I heard Steve on the radio landing at Kingman earlier so I set my tar-
get at Russell and flew on in with a comfortable glide and crew close by. Thermals were close together since 
they were not very high. I took every one, not letting myself get much under 3500msl. The tailwind of around 
20 knots was great for drifting my flight to the north during thermals, then flying crosswind to the west to stay 
in the CU. I had no certain idea of what direction I would take until I was in the air and seeing the CU come 
on since the forecasts were not really worth looking at with optimism. 
  
I was met by Mike on the ramp, who has Mike's Copters there on the field. Mike used to be an Elvis imper-
sonator and is a 20 year builder of experimental gyrocopters. Needless to say, he has a colorful personality, 
passionate sense of adventure, and has had a glider flight at Wichita Gliderport in the past. 
  
Go soaring, while you can! 



This article was provided by Matt Gonitzke. He found it in the paperwork for his Austria. Enjoy! 







Member Accomplishments 

Jerry Boone placed 1st in the Low Performance Class at Region 10 North 

Matt Gonitzke placed 3rd in the Low Performance Class at Region 10 North 

Brian Bird placed 4th in the Low Performance Class at Region 10 North 

Keith Smith placed 8th in the Low Performance Class at Region 10 North 

Andrew Peters placed 4th in the Club Class at Region 10 North 

Rafael Soldan placed 5th in the Club Class at Region 10 North 

Bob Holliday placed 6th in the Club Class at Region 10 North 

Tony Condon placed 14th in the US Club Class at Sports Class Nationals 

Steve Leonard placed 7th at Open Class Nationals 

Jerry Boone won the 2014 Kowbell Klassic with a flight to Russell in the Duster for 81.6 miles 

John Bird was awarded an OSTIV Diploma for his paper that appeared in last months Variometer 

KSA CALENDAR 

September 13th - KSA Meeting - Cookout at Sunflower 

September 25th - 28th - Great Plains Vintage Rally - Wichita Gliderport 

October 11th - KSA Meeting - Elections! 

November 8th - KSA Meeting 

December  13th - KSA Meeting 

2015 

January 10th - KSA Awards Banquet 

February 14th - KSA Meeting 

March 14th - KSA Meeting 



KSA Duty Schedule 

 

 

 

Date Tow Pilots Instructor Line Crew 

Sat, Aug 16, 14 Mike Logback 620-755-1786 Shea Zuckerman 801-554-7337 Rafael Soldan 

   Aaron Maurer 316-300-6741 706-255-9909 

Sun, Aug 17, 14 Mike Logback 620-755-1786 Mike Davis 316-772-8535  

   Dana Duckworth 316-722-2078  

Sat, Aug 23, 14 Mike Westemeir 316-729-2551 Bob Blanton 316-683-9759 Brian Bird 

   Robbie Grabendike 316-686-8859 620-728-1341 

Sun, Aug 24, 14 Bob Holliday 316-733-5403 Harry Clayton 316-644-9117  

   Susan Erlenwein 316-644-4586  

Sat, Aug 30, 14 Bob Hinson 316-841-5561 Mike Davis 316-772-8535 Andrew Peters 

Holiday   Jerome Martin 620-259-7827 316-682-4287 

Sun, Aug 31, 14 Mike Logback 620-755-1786 Mark Ross 316-214-1464  

Holiday   Aaron Maurer 316-300-6741  

Mon, Sep 1, 14 Brian Bird 620-728-1341 Jerome Martin 620-259-7827  

Holiday      

Sat, Sep 6, 14 KC Alexander 316-308-8498 Matt Gonitzke 815-980-6944 Mike Westemeir 

   Lonny Bruce 620-242-4242 316-729-2551 

Sun, Sep 7, 14 KC Alexander 316-308-8498 Harry Clayton 316-644-9117  

   Susan Erlenwein 316-644-4586  

Sat, Sep 13, 14 Mike Logback 620-755-1786 Mike Davis 316-772-8535 Andrew Peters 

Cookout   Shea Zucherman 801-554-7337 316-682-4287 

Sun, Sep 14, 14 Jack Seltman 316-636-4218 Mark Ross 316-214-1464  

   Dana Duckworth 316-722-2078  

Sat, Sep 20, 14 Bob Hinson 316-841-5561 Matt Gonitzke 815-980-6944 Tony Condon 

   Leah Condon  785-643-6817 515-291-0089 

Sun, Sep 21, 14 Tony Condon 515-291-0089 Steve Leonard  316-249-7248  

   Keith Smith  785-643-6817  

Sat, Sep 27, 14 Jack Seltman 316-636-4218 David Wilkus  316-788-0932 Mike Westemeir 

   Mark Ross 316-214-1464 316-729-2551 

Sun, Sep 28, 14 Andrew Peters 316-682-4287 Mike Orindgreff  316-200-5046  

   Luke Marquardt 316-531-2621  





KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS 67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA MEETING 

Cookout at Sunflower 

Saturday September 13
th

, 2014, 5:00 PM 

Bring a side dish to share! 

 


